Certificate of Exemption — AGAR 2024/25 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross
expenditure did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2025, and that
wish to certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the
Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a
meeting of the authority after 31 March 2025 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no
later than 30 June 2025 notifying the external auditor.

HILL CROOME PARISH COUNCIL

certifies that during the financial year 2024/25, the higher of the authority’s total gross income for the
year or total gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed £25,000

Total annual Qross income for the authority 2024/25: £7,050
Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2024/25:  £5 311

There are certain circumstances in which an authaority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it

cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of £210 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:

» The autharity was in existence on 1st April 2021
+ In relation to the preceding financial year (2023/24), the external auditor has not:
- issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
» made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it
+ issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1{1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 (“the Act”), and has not withdrawn the notice
« commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
+ made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, and
the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration
+ The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

If the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding £25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage* before 1 July 2025.
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication requirements.

Date | confirm that this Certificate of
12/05/2025 Exemption was approved by 12/05/2025

this authority on this date:

Signed by Chair Date as recorded in minute reference:

12/05/2025 120525/6/c/i

A
Generic email address of Authority Telephone number

hillcroomepc@btinternet.com 07764431249

*Published weh address
e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/myparish/hillcroome
ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not

both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later
than 30 June 2025. Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of £40 + VAT.
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nnual internal Audit Report 2024/28
HILL CROOME PARISH COUNCIL

e-services worcestershire gov.uk/myparish/hillcrcome

During the financial year ended 31 March 2025, this authority s inlernal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk. carred out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures
and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority. :

The internal audit for 2024/25 has been carried oul in accordance with this authority s needs and plannead
coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined. the internal audit conclusions are summarised in
this tabie, Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audil conclusions
on whether. in ail significant respects. the controf abiectives were being achieved throughout the financial year
to a standard adequate to meet the needs of this authornty,

Appreprate accounting records have been properly kepl throughout the nancial year.

: —— - ~ - e st H."_i‘,.. e
2 This autnerity compliec with 18 financial regulations payments were su pportes by invoices. all i i
gapenadilure was approved and \,AT w&s appropriately accountes for ‘ \/ |
Thls authorily assessed the weqr!lfh_.am risks to achieving s objectives a 1:1 reN Hwe:j :!w adeauac« / 1 §
of arrartge'nents o marage thase. i
bt bt T — e S e
Hn— precepl or rates reguiremeant resulted €{r‘m an adeJua'“ hwqelar\, prOf ess proqress agalrw:* i !
the budget was regularly monitored: and reserves were approprate \/ { | i
s : e e e
Expectad ncome was fl..%t} rece wd Lahed ar correct prces. o n:-ef". ren Urdf‘d rﬂ"d pmr*\pz ¥ / ] |
b mé«n, and \/AT was appropralely accounted | for __E i | |
F F’Pﬂy cash payments worn properiy supported oy receipls, &\ pé—tty cash expen dt ure: was i / ] .
approved and \'AT _appropriately accounted for A M
Salares g an“p&cyees and allowances to m en‘bprs were paid m mrd ance wi lh "hm authmtv g T / |
app’nwalq and PAYE and NI requiremenis ware properly d{)p!m—lc i i | ‘
= i SN TS S—
A%et and mveslmmts 'egnaief; were ¢ cmmmlele and ¢ accurate and :\rr:mwl\r mai nhmed ! ! |
Periodic banir - account remr‘mi\at,ms were properly camed out during the y&al / | __L |
Accounting statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correc! awsumwg basis r | 1;
ireceipts and paymants or income and expenaiture!, agreed 1o the cash hook, supported by an | / { ! |
adequate aucit trail from underlying records anc where aporopriate dectors and creditors were | |
oroperty recorded. i i i i
st it o b 3 —
IF the amhor:!} cerified (sell as exerﬂpi from a limited assurance review i zn.n 241 met the ; i 1
sxer "ptwr‘ criteria and correctly declared itself exempt (/1 the suthonly na0 a ionled assura _/ ; |
&Y s 2023/24 AGAR tick “not coverg | J

L The authonty published the required information on a website” ﬂ.ebpage up to date at the time of | \/
the intermal audlt in accordance with the relevant :egvs ation.

s S FU— ——

In the vear covered by this AGAR the authnritv correctly nrwndm for a ;w*md or *hp eﬁh{nr se of {
pubiic rights as regu re bv me Ax counts ard Audit Regu lations (dunng the 2024-25 AGAR peroa. |

The rauthc,rlt\, nas camphed wath the pumcat;ﬁm rec:uwemeﬁ{s fnr 2023 24 AuAR

. JN

{For Eocai ccuncnls un!y}
Tm:L hmd:-. a,mcludmr. F”‘dl‘lldblé} ~The courci metils responsioilities as a lrustes.

Far any other risk areas dentfied by this authorty adequale controls existed (I!bl any olher nak areas on sepdrale shee!s if needed).

Jate(s) internal audit undertaken Name of person who carried out the internal audit

2 .ON. ?.C.JZ_.‘ED/

Signature of person who i
carried outthe intermal audit 7 /)

2. S A = P e

Date \2 -C—a\\-—' Z\l__

*If the response is 'no’ please slate the implications and aclion being taken to address any weakness in control identified
{add separate sheets if needed).

““Note: If the response is ‘not covered' please state when the most recent internal audil work was done in this area and when it is
nexlt planned; or, if coverage is not required, the annual interai audit report must explain why not (add separate sheets if needed).
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2024/25
We acknowledge as the members of:

HILL CROOME PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

Agreed
No Yes' means that this authority:
1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial r ‘ | prepared its accounting statements in accordance
management during the year, and for the preparation of | ¢/ with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.
the accounting statements. I
2. We maintained an adequate system of internal cantrol %m— %n_ | made proper arrangements and accepted responsibility
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud v | for safeguarding the public money and resources in
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. | its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or potential i
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper | v
Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on the ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances.

has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
complied with Proper Practices in doing so.

4. We provided proper apportunity during the year for during the year gave all persons interested the opportunity to
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the . v inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

w

. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this | considered and documented the financial and other risks it
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those | f faces and dealt with them properiy.

risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or | v i
external insurance cover where required. | i

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and I pEr arranged for a competent person. independent of the financial
effective system of internal audit of the accounting i v controls and procedures, ta give an objective view on whether
records and control systems. I internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised ";MJ | responded to matters brought to its attention by internal and

in reports from internal and external audit. external audit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-end, have a financial impact on -V
this authority and, where appropriate, have included them |
in the accounting statements. |

disclased everything it should have about its business activity
during the year including events taking place after the year
end if relevant.

9. (Far local councils only) Trust funds including
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing
trustee we discharged our accountability
responsibilities for the fund(s)/assets, including
financial reperting and, if required, independent
examination or audit.

has met all of its responsibiiities where as a body
corporate it is a sole managing frustee of a local trust
or trusts.

*For any statement to which the response is ‘no’, an explanation must be published

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on: approval was given:
12/05/2025
and recorded as minute reference: Chair %)
120525/6/clii
Clerk

The authority website/webpage is up to date and the information required by the Transparency Code has
been published.

e-services.worcestershire.gov.uk/myparish/hillcroome
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

HILL CROOME PARISH COUNCIL

Year ending Notes and guidance
31 March 31 March Please round all figures to nearest £1. Do not leave any
2024 2025 boxes blank and report £0 or Nil balances. All figures must
£ £ agree to underlying financial records.

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year

forward 13,127 12,997| as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree o
Box 7 of previous year.
2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept (or for IDBs rates and levies)
Levies 3,988 4,087| received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received. *
3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashbook less
3,886 2,963 the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants received.

4., (-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf

0 0 of all employees. Include gross salaries and wages,
employers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. {~) Loan interest/capital Total expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments 0 Q| made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

8,003 5,311/ book less staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried g Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 12,997 14,735| equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 12,997 14,735| holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authority owns — it is made
long term investments 18,690 18,917/ up of all its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

0 Ol from third parties (including PWLB).

For'Local Councils Only

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds !
(including charitable) j

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds :
(including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acts as sole trustee and
is responsible for managing Trust funds or assets.

The figures in the accounting statements above
exclude any Trust transactions.

| certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller
Authaorities — a Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Practices and
present fairly the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authgri pproval

—_— 12/05/2025

| confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

12/05/2025

as recorded in minute reference:

120525/6/cfiii

Signed by Chair of the meeting where the

AccountEg Statements were approved

Annual Governance and Accountabiiityﬁétﬂrn 2024/25 Form 2
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Smaller authority name:

HILL CROOME PARISH COUNCIL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATI

Ml

i

OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY

RETURN (EXEMPT AUTHORITY)

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2025

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 25, 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (Sl 2015/234)

NOTICE

NOTES

1. Date of announcement FRIDAY 30" MAY 2025

2. Each year the smaller authority prepares an Annual Governance and
Accountability Return (AGAR). The AGAR has been published with this
notice. It will not be reviewed by the appointed auditor, since the smaller
authority has certified itself as exempt from the appointed auditor’s review.
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the AGAR,
the accounting records for the financial year to which it relates and all books,
deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to
those records must be made available for inspection by any person
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2025, these documents will be
available on reasonable notice by application to:

() M. Brooks (Clerk) c/o Vine Cottage, Baughton, Earls Croome, Worcester
.WR89DQ tel.07764431249 email hillcroomepc@btinternet.com___

Commencing on (c) _ Tuesday 3 June 2025

and ending on (d) ___Monday 14 July 2025

3. Local government electors and their representatives aiso have:

« The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting
records; and

 The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which
the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report ar apply to
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written
notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to
the smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below
for this purpose between the above dates only.

4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is only subject to review by the appointed
auditor if questions or objections raised under the Local Audit and
Accountability Act 2014 lead to the involvement of the auditor. The appointed
auditor is:

PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref. SBA Team)
15 Westferry Circus

Canary Wharf

London E14 4H

(sba@pkf-L.com)

5. This announcement is made by (e) M. Brooks (Clerk)

(a) Insert date of placing of the notice |
which must be not less than 1 day
before the dale in (c) below

(b} Inset name, position and
address/telephone number/ email
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or
other person to which any nerson may

apply to inspect the accounts

(c) Insert date, which must be at least 1
day after the date of announcement in
(a) above and at least 30 working days
hefore the date appointed in (d) below

{d} The inspection pericd between (¢)
and (d) must be 30 working days
inclusive and must include the first 10
working days of July.

(e) Insert name and position of person
placing the notice — this person must be
the responsible financial officer for the
smaller authority




2025/2026 '

Category Sub-categories Budget set Sub-Category Mtu_al spend Sub-Category Surplus [ Overspand £ Variance

£, Total £ Total | %




HILL CROOME PARISH COUNCIL
Financial year ending  31st March

Prepared by M. Brooks - Clerk

BANK RECONCILIATION
2025

(Name and role)

Date 12/05/25

Approved by P. Smith - Chairman

(Name and role)

Date 12/05/25

Balance per bank statements asat  31st March 2025

List balances on all Bank Accounts plus petty cash

£ £

Current account A/C no. 00737875

37.03

Deposit Account A/Cno. 34422360

14696.38

2.02

Cash in hand

14735.43

Less - any unpresented cheques at 31st March

0.00
Add unbanked cash at 31st March 0.00
Net bank balances at 31st March 2025 14735.43

Net balances reconcile to the Cash Baak (receipts and payments account) for the year as follows;

above)

CASH BOOK

Opening balance brought forward 12996.80

Add: Receipts in the year 7049.68

Less: Payments in the year 5311.05

Closing E : s . 14735.43
osing balance per cash book (receipts and payments) as at

31st March 2025. Must equal total net Bank balances as




Hill Croome Parish Council

31/03/2025

Year end 31st March 2024

13126.90

3987.52
497.42

1486.00
1785.17

123.22

7873.33
0.00

7873.33

4314.07
1480.00

3.20
368.37
28.99
456.95
100.00
189.23
0.00

562.62

8003.43

Financial Statement for year end
Year end 31st March 2025

OPENING BALANCE B/F 12996.80
INCOME
Precept 4087.22
VAT refund 250.93
Grass cutting scheme
Lengthsman scheme 1400.00
Donation/Grant/Fee 1151.87
Voided Cheque
Interest rec'd - Deposit A/C 155.66

7049.68
+ Unbanked cash .00

7049.68
EXPENDITURE
Open spaces - grass cut/maintenance/flowers 1443.17
Lengthsman 1560.00
Admin / General 216.98
Subscriptions/training 157.46
5 137 / Donations 323.73
Insurance 277.60
Audit 20G0.00
Equipment 878.68
Clerk's fees 0.00
VAT recoverable 254,03
5311.05

CLOSING BALANCE C/F 14735.43

12996.80




Notes to the Accounts

30/04/2024 1st Tranche of Precept transferred to Deposit Account

21/05/2024 Cash transactions 2-Sincl. used whilst Debit Card nolt warking. Rectified 21/5/24
31/05/2024 VAT Claim submitted - £250.93  1/9/2023-31/5/2024

16/07/2024 Periodic Account Overview undertaken by Clir Eaton. Papers signed off.
1171042024 2™ Tranche of Precept transferred to Deposit Account

18/11/2024 £10000 'earmarked reserve’ for replacement speed signs — subject to review
17/01/2025 Pertodic Account Overview undertaken by Clir Eaten. Papers signed off.
14;/03/203-1;5 Dropped kerb arranged by WCC — no tendering procedure

31/03/2025 VAT recoverable includes £76.47 due, carried forward into 2025-2026



2024/2025

Category

Sub-categories

Sub-Category

Total

Sub-Category

Tatal

Surplus [ Overspend £

Variance




(c) (d)

. Variance Variance [Explanation Required?
ltem from Accounting
Statement (+or-)
(b-a) (e/a*100) |Less than £250 and 15%? NO
£ % More than 15%?  YES
PRECEPT

Total other Receipts

Staff Costs

All other Payments

Total Fixed Assets




Hill Croome Parish Council

items of Expenditure in excess of £100

2024-2025

Date Payee Gross amount VAT paid
25/04/2024 CALC/NALC subs 119.13 18.12
14/05/2024 | B Arrowsmith Lengthsman 100.00 n/a
14/05/2024 R Mullett - Internal Audit 200.00 n/a
17/05/2024 Palicomp - computer 633.99 105.67
21/05/2024 Zurich Insurance 277.00 n/a
23/05/2024 | Amazon — computer monitor 142.98 23.83
13/06/2024 | B Arrowsmith Lengthsman 120.00 n/a
09/07/2024 B Arrowsmith Lengthsman 120.00 n/a
07/08/2024 | Hope Church — Grass grant 250.00 n/a
10/08/2024 | B Arrowsmith Lengthsman 120.00 n/a
06/09/2024 | B Arrowsmith Lengthsman 140.00 n/a
12/11/2024 | B Arrowsmith Lengthsman 100.00 n/a
25/11/2024 Defib Warehouse 267.60 44.60
05/12/2024 | B Arrowsmith Lengthsman 160.00 n/a
07/01/2025 | B Arrowsmith Lengthsman 120.00 n/a
11/02/2025 | B Arrowsmith Lengthsman 120.00 n/a
08/03/2025 | B Arrowsmith Lengthsman 160.00 n/a
14/03/2025 WCC — dropped kerb 1260.00 n/a
21/03/2025 | B Arrowsmith Lengthsman 220.00 n/a




